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1.1.1 16th Exercise VAJRA PRAHAR (2026)

e A contingent of the United States Army has
arrived in India to participate in the 16th edition
of the India—US Joint Special Forces Exercise
‘VAJRA PRAHAR'.

Key Facts

e Edition: 16th (Bilateral Joint Special Forces
Exercise).

e Location: Special Forces Training School (SFTS),
Bakloh, Himachal Pradesh.

e Dates: February 24 — March 16, 2026.

e Participants: India: Indian Army Special Forces
(Para SF).

= USA: Green Berets (US Army
Special Forces).

e Frequency: Annual (conducted alternately in

India and the US).

Strategic Focus

e Terrain: Specifically designed for Mountainous
Terrain operations.

e Operations: Focuses on counter-terrorism,
unconventional warfare, joint mission planning,
and "Helocasting" (dropping soldiers from
helicopters into water/land).

e Tactics: Exchange of TTPs (Tactics, Techniques,
and Procedures) for precision strikes and
intelligence-led missions.

Exercise Forces Involved Partner

Vajra Prahar Special Forces USA

Yudh Abhyas Army USA

Cope India Air Force USA

Malabar Navy USA, Japan,
Australia
(QUAD)

Tiger Triumph Tri-Services USA

7.7.72 1691 3O 991 USR (2026)
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1.1.1.1 Question

The 16th edition of Exercise Vajra Prahar (2026) was
conducted at:

(a) Chaubattia, Uttarakhand

(b) Bakloh, Himachal Pradesh

(c) Jodhpur, Rajasthan

(d) Pune, Maharashtra

Answer: (b) Bakloh, Himachal Pradesh

1.1.1.2 Question

Consider the following statements regarding Exercise
Vajra Prahar:

1. It is a joint exercise between the Indian Army and US
Marine Corps.

2. It is an annual bilateral Special Forces exercise
conducted alternately in India and the USA.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?
(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: (b) 2 only

1.1.2 South Korea Protests Japan’s "Takeshima Day"

e On February 22, 2026, Japan’s Shimane
Prefecture held its annual "Takeshima Day" to
assert sovereignty over a cluster of islets. South
Korea, which effectively controls the islands
(calling them Dokdo), responded with a "stern"
diplomatic protest.

e The Dispute: The islets are known as Dokdo
(South Korea) and Takeshima (Japan). They are
located in the Sea of Japan (East Sea). The islets
have been a source of tension since Japan’s
colonial rule of the Korean Peninsula from 1910
to 1945.

e The Trigger: Japan sent a senior government
official (Parliamentary Vice-Minister Naoki
Furukawa) to the ceremony. South Korea views

1.1.71271 4%
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this as a direct provocation against its
sovereignty.

e Diplomatic Fallout: South Korea’s Foreign
Ministry summoned a top Japanese diplomat in
Seoul to lodge a formal protest, calling Japan’s
claims "groundless."

e These islets sit in fertile fishing grounds and are
believed to hold massive deposits of natural gas
hydrates worth billions of dollars.

Chongging
=5

1.1.2.1 Question

The islets known as Dokdo in South Korea and Takeshima
in Japan are located in the:

(a) Yellow Sea

(b) East China Sea

(c) Sea of Japan (East Sea)

(d) South China Sea

Answer: (c) Sea of Japan (East Sea)

1.1.3 Travel advisory for Jeju island

e The Indian Embassy in Seoul issued an advisory
urging Indian nationals to exercise caution while
traveling to Jeju Island, South Korea, following
the detention of content creator Sachin Awasthi.

e Jejulsland is a Self-Governing Province of South
Korea with a "special visa-free entry" program
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for most nationalities, including Indians (for up to
30 days).

e The Jeju visa-free waiver does not permit travel
to mainland South Korea (Seoul, Busan, etc.).
Moving to the mainland without a separate C-3
visa is illegal.

e Sea of
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Arabian Sea ey | | Vietnam Philippines
/Gulf of -
L Thailand
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Malaysia 4=
- o 2P
Indonesia
Band | Papua New
e Guinea

1.1.3.1 Question

Jeju Island is a part of:
(a) Japan

(b) China

(c) South Korea

(d) Taiwan

Answer: (c) South Korea

1.1.4 Tsomgo Lake Crisis and Rescue

¢ In late February 2026, Tsomgo Lake (also known
as Changu Lake) became the center of a major
humanitarian effort.

e Due to unprecedented heavy snowfall in the
higher reaches of East Sikkim (near the
Sherathang and Nathu La regions), over 2,700
tourists and 541 vehicles were stranded.

e The Indian Army (Trishakti Corps) launched
"Operation Himrahat" to rescue and provide
medical aid, food, and shelter to the visitors,
highlighting the growing challenges of climate
unpredictability in the Himalayas.
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Tsomgo Lake SfAfadr ot gedt gifaal o IR fear
e Type: A Glacial Lake located in the East Sikkim 4|
district.
& g

e Water Source: Primarily fed by melting snow
from the surrounding mountains.

e Characteristics: It remains frozen during the
winter months. It is famous for its color-changing
surface (the Sikkimese people traditionally used
the color to predict the future/prognosticate).

1.1.4.1 Question

Tsomgo Lake (Changu Lake) is located in:
(a) Arunachal Pradesh

(b) Himachal Pradesh

(c) East Sikkim

(d) Uttarakhand

Answer: (c) East Sikkim

1.1.4.2 Question

Tsomgo Lake is classified as a:
(a) Oxbow lake

(b) Tectonic lake

(c) Glacial lake

(d) Lagoon

Answer: (c) Glacial lake

1.1.5 Hexagonal Alliance

e |Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has
unveiled a plan to build what he calls a
“hexagon” of alliances in and around the Middle
East,

o FITE SoRISH Dl gF AT IS ?

The Core Architecture

e Proposed By: Israel (PM Benjamin Netanyahu).

e Concept: A six-sided (Hexagonal) system of
alliances intended to create a "stable axis" in and
around West Asia.

e Primary Members Named:

1. India (Named as the central "Global
Power" pillar).
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e
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2. lsrael.
3. Greece.
4. Cyprus.

e The remaining two "sides" are envisioned as
clusters of Arab nations, African nations, and
other Asian states (not yet individually named to
maintain diplomatic flexibility).

Strategic Objectives

e Countering the "Radical Axes": Netanyahu
defined the alliance as a shield against:

e The Radical Shia Axis: Primarily Iran and its
proxies (Hezbollah, Houthis, etc.).

¢ The Emerging Radical Sunni Axis: Referring to
extremist currents and evolving security pacts
like the Saudi-Pakistan Strategic Mutual Defence
Agreement (2025).

Pillars of Cooperation:

e Security & Defense: Deepening intelligence
sharing and anti-ballistic missile cooperation.

e Technology: Focus on Al, Quantum Computing,
and Cybersecurity.

e Connectivity: Strategically aligns with the IMEC
(India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor)
but adds a "hard security" layer to it.

India’s Position
e Strategic Autonomy: While Israel is pushing the
"Hexagon," India’s Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) remains cautious. India traditionally
avoids formal "military alliances" or "bloc
politics" that could alienate partners like Iran
(crucial for the Chabahar Port).

Global Reactions

e Pakistan: The Pakistan Senate unanimously
passed a resolution (Feb 25) condemning the
Hexagon as an "anti-Muslim Ummah" bloc.

e Europe: The involvement of Greece and Cyprus
(both ICC members) is complicated by the
International Criminal Court’s recent legal
stances regarding the West Asia conflict.
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1.1.5.1 Question

The concept of the “Hexagonal Alliance” was proposed
by:

(a) PM Narendra Modi

(b) Benjamin Netanyahu

(c) Emmanuel Macron

(d) Mohammed bin Salman
Answer: (b) Benjamin Netanyahu

1.1.6  Supreme Court and NCERT textbook controversy

The Core Issue

o Textbook: Class 8 Social Science book Exploring
Society: India and Beyond

e Chapter in Focus: Chapter 4, titled "The Role of
Judiciary in Our Society".

e Controversial Content: The chapter introduced a
section on "Challenges to the Judiciary,"
specifically highlighting "corruption at various
levels of the judiciary" and massive case
pendency (citing ~5 crore pending cases).

e Reference to Former Cll: It quoted Justice B.R.
Gavai (from July 2025) regarding how judicial
misconduct erodes public trust.

Supreme Court’s Intervention

e Bench: Led by Chief Justice of India (CJI) Surya
Kant, along with Justices Joymalya Bagchi and
Vipul M. Pancholi.

e Suo Motu Action: The SC took suo motu
cognizance after senior advocates (Kapil Sibal &
Abhishek Singhvi) flagged the content as
"scandalous."

e The "Conspiracy" Remark: CJI Surya Kant
described the inclusion as a "deep-rooted, well-
planned, and orchestrated conspiracy" to
defame the institution in the minds of
impressionable students.

Key Orders:

e Blanket Ban: Complete nationwide ban on the
production and distribution of the book.

e Seizure: Immediate seizure of all physical copies
and a takedown of digital (PDF) versions.
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e Show Cause Notice: Issued to the NCERT
Director and the Secretary of the Department of
School Education for potential Criminal
Contempt of Court.

Constitutional & Legal Dimensions (Prelims Focus)

e Article 129: Grants the Supreme Court the power
to punish for contempt of itself.

e Contempt of Courts Act, 1971: The SC observed
that "scandalizing the court" or undermining its
dignity falls under Criminal Contempt.

e Article 141 & 144: All authorities (civil and
judicial) must act in aid of the Supreme Court.
The SC used this to order state governments to
seize the books.

e NCERT’s Status: While NCERT is an autonomous
body under the Ministry of Education, the court
is probing the "Teaching-Learning Materials
Committee" to identify individual accountability.

1.1.6.1 Question

The controversy revolved around which NCERT
textbook?

(a) Class 10 Political Science — Democratic Politics

(b) Class 9 Civics — Constitutional Design

(c) Class 8 Social Science — Exploring Society: India and
Beyond

(d) Class 12 Political Science — Politics in India Since
Independence

Answer: (c) Class 8 Social Science — Exploring Society:
India and Beyond

1.1.6.2 Question

Assertion (A): The Supreme Court issued a nationwide
ban and seizure order for the textbook.

Reason (R): Article 144 mandates that all civil and judicial
authorities act in aid of the Supreme Court.

(a) Both A and R are true, and R is the correct
explanation of A.

(b) Both A and R are true, but R is not the correct
explanation of A.

(c) A'is true, but R is false.

(d) Ais false, but R is true.

Answer: (a) Both A and R are true, and R is the correct
explanation of A.
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1.1.7 North East Spring Festival 2026

e The North East Spring Festival 2026 was officially
inaugurated on February 26, 2026, at the NEZCC
Complex in Dimapur, Nagaland.

e This year's edition is unique because it is being
celebrated in tandem with the Madhya Dakshini
Festival 2026, specifically aimed at creating a
"cultural bridge" between the North-Eastern and
South-Central regions of India.

Organizing Bodies & Collaboration

e Nodal Agency: North East Zone Cultural Centre
(NEZCC), Dimapuir.

e Partner Agency: South-Central Zone Cultural
Centre (SCZCC), Nagpur.

e Parent Ministry: Ministry of Culture,
Government of India.

e Leadership: Directed by Dr. Prashanna Gogoi
(Sangeet Natak Akademi Awardee).

Key Components & Themes

¢ Inter-Regional Confluence: The festival serves as
a platform for 130 folk artistes from the North
East and 83 artistes from states under the SCZCC
(Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Telangana,
Karnataka, and Chhattisgarh).

e Youth Focus: Integration of contemporary
elements like Bands and Choirs (e.g., Blue
Temptation from Shillong, Coronation Choir from
Dimapur) alongside traditional folk.

Featured Folk Arts (Match the Following Potential)

State Folk Art/Dance
Performance

Arunachal Rikhampada (Nishi tribe

Pradesh dance)

Assam Bihu Nach and Daosri
Delai (Bodo dance)

Manipur Lai Haraoba, Thang-Ta
(Martial Art), and Cheirol
Jagoi

Meghalaya Wangala (100 Drums
Festival dance)

g?r\f: (a) A 3R R THI I §, IUT R, A BT Tl AR
|
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Mizoram Cheraw (Bamboo Dance)

Tripura Hojagiri (Reang
community balance

dance)

Sikkim Magar Nritya

SCZCC States Bathukamma
(Telangana), Panthi
(Chhattisgarh), Gondhal

(Maharashtra)

Extended Outreach

e The festival is not limited to Dimapur. Extended
legs are scheduled for:
1. Namsai (Arunachal Pradesh): March 2-3,
2026.
2. Ri-Bhoi (Meghalaya): March 5-6, 2026.

1.1.7.1 Question

Match the following:

State Folk Art/Dance

1. Mizoram | A. Wangala |
2. Meghalaya | B. Cheraw |
3. Tripura | C. Hojagiri |

4. Assam | D. Bihu Nach |

Select the correct answer:
(a) 1-B, 2-A, 3-C, 4-D
(b) 1-A, 2-B, 3-D, 4-C
(c) 1-C, 2-D, 3-A, 4-B
(d) 1-B, 2-C, 3-A, 4-D

Answer: (a) 1-B, 2-A, 3-C, 4-D

1.1.8 NAMASTE Scheme Awareness Programme in
Pilibhit
e On February 26, 2026, a major awareness and
welfare programme under the NAMASTE

Scheme was held at Gandhi Prekshagrih, Pilibhit
(Uttar Pradesh).

Gfdpd - TR 97

TIRIISTS R I - §gHHT (e, Gt (BTe),
e (HERTE)

forfia wg

Ig Held Phadl GHIGR a HIHd Tol & | 3P
SifaRaa s g RIFE R FyilRa &

1. STHATS (PO USRN): 2-3 HIE, 2026 |
2. {3 @ure): 5-6 A, 2026

1.1.181 T4
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2. TUY - B. 104
3. B - . gt
4. 39 - D.fag 4

e} IR B TG I

(a) 1-B, 2-A, 3-C, 4-D
(b) 1-A, 2-B, 3-D, 4-C
(c) 1-C, 2-D, 3-A, 4-B
(d) 1-B, 2-C, 3-A, 4-D
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e The event, graced by Union Minister of State for
Social Justice and Empowerment, Shri B.L.
Verma, is part of a series of regional outreaches
to eliminate hazardous manual cleaning and
provide social security to sanitation workers.

NAMASTE Scheme
Core Identity

e  Full Form: National Action for Mechanized
Sanitation Ecosystem.

e Nature: It is a Central Sector Scheme.

e Launched: in July 2023

e Joint Initiative: Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment (MoSJE) + Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs (MoHUA).

e Replaced Scheme: It replaces the Self-
Employment Scheme for Rehabilitation of
Manual Scavengers (SRMS).

Key Objectives (The "Zero" Targets)

e Zero Fatalities: Elimination of deaths due to
hazardous cleaning of sewers and septic tanks.

e Zero Human Contact: Ensuring no worker comes
into direct contact with human faecal matter.

e Mechanization: Transitioning all sanitation work
to be performed by skilled/mechanized teams.

The Pilibhit Event Deliverables
Specific benefits distributed during this UP-based event:

e PPE Kits: Distribution of Personal Protective
Equipment to Sewer and Septic Tank Workers
(SSWs).

e Ayushman Cards: Integration of workers into the
PM-JAY health insurance scheme (providing X5
lakh coverage).

e Livelihood Support: Distribution of sewing
machines to beneficiaries who completed skill
development training, promoting alternative
livelihoods.

Target Groups
e Sewer and Septic Tank Workers (SSWs): The
primary focus group.
e Waste Pickers: Added as a target group under
the scheme from the F.Y. 2024-25.

Financial and Institutional Support

e Sanipreneurs: Providing capital subsidies (up to
%5 lakh) to sanitation workers to buy machines,
turning them into "Sanitation Entrepreneurs."
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e ERSU: Establishment of Emergency Response
Sanitation Units at the district level to handle
hazardous cleaning calls.

1.1.8.1 Question

NAMASTE stands for:

(a) National Mission for Sanitation and Technology

(b) National Action for Mechanized Sanitation Ecosystem
(c) National Alliance for Manual Scavenging Eradication
(d) National Agency for Modern Sewer Treatment
Equipment

Answer: (b) National Action for Mechanized Sanitation
Ecosystem

1.1.8.2 Question

The NAMASTE Scheme primarily targets:
(a) Women

(b) Street Vendors

(c) Construction Workers

(d) Sewer and Septic Tank Workers

Answer: (d) Sewer and Septic Tank Workers

1.1.9 Launch of Indigenous Td Vaccine

e On February 21, 2026, Union Health Minister
Shri J.P. Nadda launched the indigenously
manufactured Tetanus and adult Diphtheria (Td)
vaccine at the Central Research Institute (CRI),
Kasauli in Himachal Pradesh.

Key Manufacturer & Institutional Fact

e Manufacturer: Central Research Institute (CRI),
Kasauli.

e Supply Target: CRI will supply 55 lakh doses to
the Universal Immunization Programme (UIP) by
April 2026.

The Big Transition: TT to Td

e The Change: In line with WHO (2017) and NTAGI
(National Technical Advisory Group on
Immunization) recommendations, India is

o IfFTRIR: TG B B AR Wi 8
Uoil ISl (35 a1 dd) UaH &1, S a
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Ecosystem
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replacing the Tetanus Toxoid (TT) vaccine with
the Td vaccine.
e Reason for Change: While TT only protected
against Tetanus, the Td vaccine provides dual
protection against both Tetanus and Diphtheria.
e Target Group: All age groups, specifically
focusing on adolescents (10 & 16 years) and
pregnant women.

Science of the Vaccine

e Type: It is a Toxoid Vaccine (made from
inactivated toxins produced by bacteria).

India’s Immunization Landscape

¢ Universal Immunization Programme (UIP): Now
protects against 12 diseases using 11 vaccines.

e Coverage Milestone: India has officially achieved
nearly 99% vaccine coverage as of early 2026.

e Digital Backbone: The U-WIN platform (the
successor to Co-WIN for routine immunization) is
used to track the 5 crore annual beneficiaries
(2.5 crore children and 2.5 crore pregnant

women).
Feature Diphtheria Tetanus
(Lockjaw)
Causative Corynebacterium Clostridium
Agent diphtheriae (Gram- tetani (Gram-
positive bacterium) positive,
anaerobic
bacterium)
Transmissi | Person-to-person via | Environmental;
on respiratory droplets | enters via deep
(coughing/sneezing) | cuts, wounds,
or skin lesions. burns, or animal
bites
contaminated
with
soil/manure.
Primary Primarily the Nose Nervous System
Site and Throat (specifically
(Respiratory). Can inhibitory
also affect skin. neurons).
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Key A thick, Grey Muscle Spasms,
Symptom Pseudomembrane starting with the
(leather-like coating) | jaw (Trismus),
in the throat that leading to
causes "strangling." "Risus
Sardonicus"
(fixed grin).
1.1.9.1 Question

The Td vaccine provides protection against:
(a) Tetanus only

(b) Diphtheria only

(c) Tetanus and Diphtheria

(d) Tuberculosis and Diphtheria

Answer: (c) Tetanus and Diphtheria

1.1.9.2 Question

Tetanus primarily spreads through:

(a) Respiratory droplets

(b) Contaminated water

(c) Deep wounds contaminated with soil or manure
(d) Mosquito bite

Answer: (c) Deep wounds contaminated with soil or
manure

1.1.10 'Rah-Veer'Scheme

e Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta has announced
that the Capital will implement the Centre’s Rah-
Veer scheme to encourage citizens to assist road
accident victims during the critical “golden
hour”.

Core Objective & Origin

e Full Name: Rah-Veer (formerly Scheme for grant
of Award to the Good Samaritan).

¢ Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Road Transport and
Highways (MoRTH).

e Legal Backbone: Section 134A of the Motor
Vehicles (Amendment) Act, 2019.

e Good Samaritan Rules (2020): Provides legal
protection from police harassment and court
appearances.
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e Goal: To encourage immediate medical
intervention within the "Golden Hour" (the first
60 minutes after a traumatic injury).

Financial Incentives (Revised 2025-26)

e Individual Reward: Increased to 25,000 (from
the previous X5,000) per recognized act of
assistance.

e Certificate: A "Certificate of Appreciation" is also
awarded.

e Capping Rule: If a person saves multiple victims
in a single accident, the reward remains capped
at X25,000.

e Repeat Limit: An individual can be rewarded up
to 5 times per year.

e National Awards: Every year, the top 10 most
outstanding Rah-Veers in the country receive a
special national award of X1,00,000 each.

1.1.10.1 Question

The “Golden Hour” in road safety refers to:
(a) First 24 hours after an accident

(b) First 60 minutes after a traumatic injury
(c) First 6 hours after hospital admission
(d) First 30 minutes after police reporting

Answer: (b) First 60 minutes after a traumatic injury
1.1.10.2 Question

Under the revised Rah-Veer Scheme (2025-26), the
reward for assisting a road accident victim is:

(a) 5,000

(b) 10,000

(c) X15,000

(d) 25,000

Answer: (d) X25,000

1.1.11 MeitY’s "Blockchain India Challenge"

e "Blockchain India Challenge" is launched on

February 23, 2026, by the Ministry of Electronics

& IT (MeitY).
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e Blockchain India Challenge focus is to develop
Citizen Centric Innovative Solutions using
Blockchain and Web3.

e Massive Prize Pool: A total of X8.80 Crore is up
for grabs!

e 10 Focus Areas: Includes Digital Forensics, Digital
Trust Framework for Land Administration, e-
Procurement, Environmental health and
Sustainability living, Government Document
Management System, Health Data Integrity &
Trust Framework, loT/lloT, Power, Public
Distribution System, Supply Chain Management.

1.1.11.1 Question

The “Blockchain India Challenge” was launched by:
(a) NITI Aayog

(b) Ministry of Electronics & Information Technology
(MeitY)

(c) Ministry of Commerce & Industry

(d) Ministry of Finance

Answer: (b) Ministry of Electronics & Information
Technology (MeitY)

¢ Blockchain India Challenge ?ﬂm
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