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1.1.1 Banwat Ekta Sthal

e The Banwat Ekta Sthal is a significant
contemporary addition to India’s
commemorative landscape, unveiled in
February 2026 in the Poonch district of Jammu
& Kashmir.

e The project was completed in a record 45 days
and features a towering 105 feet National Flag,
the tallest in the Poonch district.

e The "Ekta Sthal" (Place of Unity) at Banwat has
been developed to honor the heroic resistance
of the local population and the Indian Army
during the 1947-48 Conflict, specifically during
the Siege of Poonch.

¢ Civil-Military Synergy: The name "Ekta" (Unity)
signifies the unbreakable bond between the
Awaam (People) and the Jawan (Soldiers).

e Inspiration: It aims to act as a beacon of
patriotism for the youth of the border regions,
countering radicalization narratives and counter
Psychological Warfare.

1.1.1.1 Question

The Banwat Ekta Sthal, recently unveiled in February
2026, is located in:

(a) Rajouri district

(b) Baramulla district

(c) Poonch district

(d) Kupwara district

Answer: (c) Poonch district

1.1.2 Vrindavani Vastra

e In February 2026, the Assam government laid
the foundation stone for a specialized museum
in Guwahati (Khanapara) to house this sacred
relic, which is set to return to India on loan
from the British Museum in 2027.

e The Vrindavani Vastra (literally "Cloth of
Vrindavan") is not just a textile; it is a visual
hagiography of Lord Krishna.
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e Guidance: Woven in the 16th century under
the direct supervision of the Vaishnavite saint-
reformer Srimanta Sankardeva and his disciple
Madhavadeva.

e The Patron: Commissioned by the Koch King
Nara Narayan and his brother Chilarai.

e The Weavers: Led by the master weaver
Mathuradas Burha Ata at Tantikuchi (modern-
day Barpeta, Assam).

e Complexity: It was created using the Lampas
technique, a complex compound weave that
requires two weavers to work simultaneously
on a single loom.

e Materials: Woven entirely of silk, using a
variety of colored threads (red, white, black,
yellow, green).

e Rarity: This specific technology is now
considered "extinct" in India, as no modern
weaving community retains the original 16th-
century technical expertise for such large-scale
Lampas work.

e The textile depicts scenes from the Bhagavata
Purana, specifically the Krishna-leela (childhood
exploits of Krishna).

1.1.2.1 Question

The Vrindavani Vastra was woven under the supervision
of:

a) Chaitanya Mahaprabhu

b) Srimanta Sankardeva

¢) Sant Tulsidas

d) Ramanujacharya

—_ e~~~

Answer: (b) Srimanta Sankardeva

1.1.2.2 Question

The Vrindavani Vastra is set to return to India on loan
from:

(a) Victoria and Albert Museum

(b) Louvre Museum

(c) British Museum

(d) Smithsonian Institution

Answer: (c) British Museum

1.1.3 India Launches CBDC-Based Food Subsidy Pilot

e In a major push towards Digital Public
Infrastructure (DPI), the Government of India
officially launched the CBDC-based Food
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Subsidy Pilot in Puducherry on February 26,
2026.

e The pilot project integrates the Digital Rupee
(eX)—issued by the RBI—directly into the
Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) framework of the
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana
(PMGKAY).

How It Works (The Mechanics)

e Programmable Tokens: Instead of cash being
deposited into a bank account (where it can be
spent on anything), the subsidy is credited to
the beneficiary's CBDC wallet as
"Programmable Tokens."

e Purpose-Bound: These tokens are "locked" by a
smart contract. They can only be redeemed at
authorized Fair Price Shops (FPS) or designated
merchant outlets for specific foodgrains (Rice,
Wheat, etc.).

Key Stakeholders

e Regulator: Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

¢ Implementing Ministry: Ministry of Consumer
Affairs, Food and Public Distribution.

e Banking Partner: Canara Bank.

e Technical Support: Public Financial
Management System (PFMS) and NPCI.

Significance

e Solving the "Biometric Failure" Problem

e Prevention of "Subsidy Diversion"

e Evolution of the JAM Trinity

e We are moving from JAM (Jan Dhan-Aadhaar-
Mobile) to a more advanced "Programmable
DBT"

e Motto: "Har Dana, Har Rupiya, Har Adhikar"
(Every Grain, Every Rupee, Every Right).

1.1.3.1 Question

The CBDC-based subsidy model aims to address which
of the following issues?

1. Biometric authentication failures
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2. Subsidy diversion
3. Inflation targeting

Select the correct answer:
(a) 1 only

(b) 1 and 2 only

(c) 2 and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3

Answer: (b) 1 and 2 only

1.1.4 E2095 RON petrol

e In a major policy, the Ministry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas issued a notification, Starting April
1, 2026, all petrol pumps across India must
supply fuel that meets two specific criteria
simultaneously:

e Ethanol Blend: Up to 20% (E20).

e  Minimum Quality: 95 RON (Research Octane
Number).

e While E20 has been rolling out gradually since
2023, the 95 RON mandate is the new legal
requirement that makes "Premium-grade"
performance the national standard for regular
petrol.

What is E20 Petrol?

e Composition: A blend of 80% fossil-fuel petrol
and 20% ethanol.

e Source: Ethanol is a renewable biofuel primarily
fermented from sugarcane, maize, and surplus
food grains.

e Whatis RON 95?

e Definition: Research Octane Number (RON)
measures a fuel's ability to resist "knocking"
(premature ignition inside the engine cylinder).

e The Scale: Previously, regular Indian petrol was
91 RON. High-performance or "Premium" fuels
(like XP95 or Power 95) were 95 RON.

e The Ethanol Effect: Pure ethanol has a very
high octane rating (~108 RON). Adding it to
base petrol naturally raises the octane level. By
mandating 95 RON, the government is ensuring
that the "base" petrol used in the blend is of
high enough quality that the final mixture is
stable under high pressure.
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Significance of This Move

e Engine Safety & Performance

e Import Reduction

e Farmer Income

e Emission Cuts: E20 reduces carbon monoxide
emissions by up to 30% compared to E10.

1.1.4.1 Question

From April 1, 2026, all petrol pumps in India must
supply petrol with:

(a) 10% ethanol and 91 RON
(b) 20% ethanol and minimum 95 RON
(c) 15% ethanol and 95 RON
(d) 20% ethanol and 91 RON

Answer: (b) 20% ethanol and minimum 95 RON

1.1.4.2 Question

What does “E20” denote?

a) 20% fossil fuel and 80% ethanol
b) 80% ethanol and 20% petrol

c) 80% petrol and 20% ethanol

d) 95% petrol and 5% ethanol

—_ e~~~

Answer: (c) 80% petrol and 20% ethanol
1.1.4.3 Question
Consider the following statements:

1. Ethanol used in E20 petrol is primarily derived
from sugarcane and maize.

2. Ethanol has a lower octane rating than
conventional petrol.

Which of the above is/are correct?

(a) Only 1

(b) Only 2

(c) Both1and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: (a) Only 1
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1.1.5 National Declaration 2026

e National Declaration 2026 adopted on
February 25, 2026, at a landmark national
roundtable conference between the Election
Commission of India (ECI) and State Election
Commissions (SECs). This was the first such
joint meet in 27 years.

Key Outcomes

e Unified Electoral Rolls: A move to align the
voter lists used for Lok Sabha/Assembly polls
with those used for Panchayat/Municipal polls
to eliminate discrepancies.

e Shared Infrastructure: Broad agreement to
share EVMs, training resources, and the ECINET
(Election Commission’s internal network)
among all states.

e Synchronized Laws: The declaration pushes for
harmonizing state-specific panchayat laws with
the Representation of the People Act to ensure
logistical ease.

1.1.5.1 Question

One of the key outcomes of the National Declaration
2026 is the move towards:

(a) Simultaneous elections across India

(b) Digital-only voting

(c) Unified Electoral Rolls

(d) Abolition of State Election Commissions

Answer: (c) Unified Electoral Rolls

1.1.6  J&K Police Unveils ‘Snow Leopard’ Squad

e The Jammu and Kashmir Police has unveiled a
newly formed elite squad named ‘Snow
Leopard’, a specialised high-altitude unit
designed to tackle extreme terrain and
mountain security challenges in the Union
Territory.

e Mission: To dominate high-altitude regions,
conduct search-and-destroy missions in snow-
bound forests, and secure high-elevation
events.
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e Operational Debut: The squad made its first
official appearance during the Khelo India
Winter Games 2026 in Gulmarg, providing
security at elevations of nearly 14,000 feet.

¢ Need for the Unit: Since 2021, a strategic shift
has been observed with terrorists moving from
urban hideouts to "natural fortresses"—dense
forests and avalanche-prone mountain zones in
districts like Baramulla, Pooch, and Rajouri.

e Parent Body: Personnel are primarily drawn
from the Special Operations Group (SOG), the
elite anti-terror wing of the J&K Police.

e Dual Role: Beyond counter-insurgency (Cl) ops,
the squad is trained in Disaster Response,
including avalanche rescue and landslide
evacuation.

1.1.6.1 Question

The ‘Snow Leopard’ squad recently in news is
associated with:

(a) Indian Army’s High Altitude Warfare School
(b) Indo-Tibetan Border Police

(c) Jammu and Kashmir Police

(d) National Security Guard

Answer: (c) Jammu and Kashmir Police

1.1.6.2 Question

The primary objective of the ‘Snow Leopard’ squad is
to:

(a) Guard international borders to prevent trafficking of
Snow Leopard

(b) Conduct maritime security operations

(c) Tackle high-altitude terrain and mountain security
challenges

(d) Provide VIP security in urban areas

Answer: (c) Tackle high-altitude terrain and mountain
security challenges

1.1.7 Exercise Kalari Leap 2026

e Exercise Kalari Leap was a high-tempo, multi-
domain joint maritime drill aimed at
reinforcing India’s sovereignty over its island
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territories and ensuring the security of critical
sea lanes in the Arabian Sea.

e Lead Agency: Southern Air Command (SAC) of
the Indian Air Force (IAF).

e Joint Partners: * Armed Forces Special
Operations Division (AFSOD): Providing elite
special forces for combat insertions.

e Indian Coast Guard (ICG): Focused on
surveillance, rescue, and maritime policing.

e Location: Conducted across the Lakshadweep
and Minicoy archipelago.

e The exercise is named after Kalaripayattu, the
ancient martial art of Kerala. This choice
reflects the military's focus on agility, precision,
and indigenous strength—core tenets required
for modern island warfare.

e Core Objectives: Rapid Force Projection,
Jointmanship, Island Defense.

1.1.7.1 Question

Exercise Kalari Leap 2026 was conducted across:
(a) Andaman and Nicobar Islands

(b) Gujarat Coast

(c) Lakshadweep and Minicoy archipelago

(d) Eastern Coast near Visakhapatnam

Answer: (c) Lakshadweep and Minicoy archipelago

1.1.7.2 Question

The core objectives of Exercise Kalari Leap 2026
include:

1. Rapid Force Projection

2. Jointmanship

3. Island Defense

4. Cyber Warfare Simulation

Select the correct answer:
(a) 1, 2and 3 only

(b) 2 and 4 only

(c) 1and 3 only
(d)1,2,3and4

Answer: (a) 1, 2 and 3 only
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(c) Had 1 3R 3
(d) 1,2, 3 3R 4
1.1.8 Speaker of Knesset medal gW: () P 1.2 Gﬁ?’ 3

e On February 25, 2026, Prime Minister Narendra | 7-7.77 T & & UGD (Speaker of the Knesset
Modi became the first-ever recipient of the Medal)
newly established Speaker of the Knesset e 25 HIasl 2026 Bl gUTTH 7‘&3 ﬁﬁﬁ
Medal, the highest parliamentary honor of TR "

Israel. faﬁﬁ@fa?\ﬂw&[gg?; $q§m

e The medal was conferred by Knesset Speaker | & SORTSC P
Amir Ohana in Jerusalem following PM Modi's GH %l .
address to the Israeli Parliament (the Knesset). . TG UCH AW mﬁm %ﬁ{‘éﬂ&‘[

e Significance: It is a new honorary decoration 3R G-ﬁBFH GIRT Y= R[eTH ERCIEEE Ih'cf’[ £
established in 2026 to recognize individuals or SURISH! TG (BRIC) Pl Jee & UgTd
organizations for significant contributions to UeH fobar |
the State of Israel, the Jewish people, and the o WE: I8 UP 4T 7S HAh Ul g, forgapt
advancement of democratic values. [YTTAT 8 2026 A I ATl a1 T3] Bl

e Recognition: The award cites PM Modi’s T PR 5 I TS § fTeiH SoRRd
"exceptional personal leadership" in I, Z@a T aYT Apdile Jicq\l'a;
transforming India—lsra?l relations ir.1to a TgdT o Hs(dl;]\UT q\IJIQH %CIT%I
com.prehens.lve Strategic Partnership, o T BT AYR: ST W f[ E[%I'FITH'T Ih?ﬁ
partlc'ularly in defense, technology, and cyber % “ AT TR ﬁﬂﬁ B I
securty: T T 2, Rreds e ¥ YRd-SeRISd

e With this award, PM Modi has achieved a rare .. .TR:” ' )
diplomatic milestone by receiving the highest wiﬁﬁ &I, ECIREIRIN ISR ﬁ?&” o
civilian/parliamentary honors from both Israel 833?[ o UYeh HTUeh RUEIRED H‘I@E‘I’{T o
and Palestine: gRafed faar
Israel (2026): Speaker of the Knesset Medal. . @W%W% Uﬂﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁwgﬁ‘q
Palestine (2018): Grand Collar of the State of Peifad Sudafss gIid ot 2 Hifp I
Palestine. goRTEa SR BRI <l 4 watw

AT /AT T U1 g3 &

ORI (2026): BT P LG U |

O el (2018): I8 BITR 3iTh § L 3
1.1.8.1 Question ﬁﬁwsm

The Speaker of the Knesset Medal is the highest
parliamentary honor of:

(a) United Kingdom

(b) Israel

(c) France

(d) Germany

Answer: (b) Israel

1.1.9 India-Sweden SITAC Partnership

e On February 25-26, 2026, on the sidelines of
the India Al Impact Summit, India and Sweden
officially launched a landmark technology
partnership known as the SITAC Framework.

1.1.717.1 44
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e SITAC: Sweden-India Technology and Artificial
Intelligence Corridor

e The SITAC is not a physical corridor but a digital
and strategic bridge designed to institutionalize
cooperation between the two nations'
technology ecosystems.

The Core Objective

e Structured Engagement: It provides a platform
for "Triple Helix" collaboration—bringing
together Government, Academia, and Industry
from both countries.

e Co-Architecting Al: The mission is to develop
"trusted, value-based, and responsible" Al
solutions that address real-world industrial and
societal challenges.

e Bilateral Investment: It aims to streamline
trade and investment, specifically in emerging
tech sectors, making it easier for Swedish firms
to invest in India’s digital growth.

1.1.9.1 Question

SITAC stands for:

(a) Strategic India—Technology Advancement Corridor
(b) Sweden—India Technology and Artificial Intelligence
Corridor

(c) Smart Innovation and Technology Alliance Council
(d) Scandinavian—India Trade and Al Consortium

Answer: (b) Sweden-India Technology and Artificial
Intelligence Corridor

o 25-26 TRaA3 2026 &, Sf3UT WIS sHIAT
e F AR W, URd 3R Wie 7 g
U Y TP AgaYU! Uit Araier &1
YURY fa, o/ SITAC ThHad & A 3
ST ST B

e SITAC: Sweden-India Technology and
Artificial Intelligence Corridor (TSI~

YRd MR 3k ohHw gigw

PINS) |

o SITAC BIg Wi HIRSR el 8, §fesh Th
fgfrea iR IoFifae Iq 3, e Se=
Il <2t & e uRfRufde! a3 & o=
TRITT TN RIId BT B |

4= 35

o TRFYT GEHIRTT: I5 “feue gferea Fgamm
¥ foIQ ue H9 g HRdl § — foraw gt
0 P WBR, A& TR 3R INT &
1 T 1Y AT ST B

o T3TS BT We-Fufor: 35w aeg faya,
gAY fae R &1 8, S arafas
NS SR oI Tl &1 T
P

o fgueha R o8 IR Wit &
TR 3R = B FH §H BT TN HRal
2, For Wifsw dufai & forg yRa &
feforea faera & oY 1 TR 8 I |

1.1.7181 44

SITAC T qUf U &1 §?

(a) Tl SfSTT-CaIarol TsaigHe HINSR

(b) TST-HRA TNt 3R BT IS RSR
() WTE IR TS Taiaroll Ty Hrefyd

(d) WheAfaT-Sfean ¢S s Tars SHuiféan

JR: (b) WST-HRA Ut 3R HHH gfga
CAIREIN
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